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sides. They remain flat down on their negative
faces until the proper count indicates that they
should be turned up on their positive sides, On
the third count he pushed out of line from the
others the block on which the count fell. This is
the block which rules fate and indicates the future.
So if a client knows he is going to get 10,000 yen
and he asks Takashima when, Takashima answers
his question on the basis of this displaced block.
The first and second counts and block movements
reveal the present and the past.
After getting the blocks in their proper posi-
tions, Takashima can either interpret fate accord-
ing to his own learning and knowledge, or accord-
ing to the famed Chinese book of fate which all
diviners who use such a divining rod system turn
to. This book, called Shueki (Chou-i) which was
first compiled about four thousand years ago, was
brought to Japan some fifteen hundred years
ago and links the fate foretold by the divin-
ing rods with astrology. The client must tell the
time of his birth before the fortune teller can read
in its pages the exact fate decreed by the wooden
sticks.
The most brilliant coupe made by Takashima
in recent years occurred when Chiang Kai-Shek
was kidnapped a few years ago. Takashima, on